GEORGINA CECILIA PÉREZ
T E X A S S TAT E B OA R D O F E D U CAT I O N

Legislative Recommendations for the 88th Texas Legislature:

1. Close ethics loopholes for charter school leaders.
2. Make charter superintendents subject to the same limits on related party transactions as public school
superintendents. Currently, charter superintendents can bene t from work for private entities that do business
with their schools, including real estate transactions.
3. Extend the charter nepotism laws to all charters. Nepotism laws enacted in 2013 grandfathered in existing
charters so that they can still employ family members.
4. Apply the state’s students’ data privacy laws to protect charter student’s data.
5. Apply state laws on parental rights to charters schools, such as the right to review all teaching materials.
6. Give charter parents the right of informed choice.Parents often assume that charter schools offer the same
services, programs, and teacher quali cations as public schools, such as certi ed teachers, transportation,
counselors, or services for special education students. Charters should make this information easily
accessible before parents apply to a charter.
7. Remove enrollment barriers at charter schools to allow equal access to all students.
8. Change the law on discipline exclusion so that charter schools serve all students.
9. Consider the percentage of special education students served by a charter before approving a charter
expansion.
10. Guarantee public input and notice for charter school expansions.
11. Require that charters notify the general public immediately after a charter board approves the submission of a
charter amendment.
12. Post the complete charter amendment request on the TEA website similar to new charter application.
13. Require that charters hold a public meeting for expansions, similar to the meeting required for a new charter
application.
14. Give the State Board of Education the authority to approve new charter campuses through the amendment
process.
15. Stop giving “small district” funding to charter schools that have more than 5,000 students. All charters,
regardless of size, receive the average per student funding through the allotment intended to help small school
districts (5,000 and under) with economy of scale. IDEA Public Schools with 68,000 students received $68
million from the allotment in 2021-22, while a public school district of similar size received zero.
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