TEACHING MLK’S NON-VIOLENT SOCIAL JUSTICE PRINCIPLES TO A DIGITAL GENERATION

"Moral leadership and character development in public schools is of paramount
importance. One of the key reasons our organization exists is to support the local public
school as the leadership training ground for our young people in values that make our
world a better place for everyone. There is no better figure in American history than Rev.
Martin Luther King, Jr. to convey the timeless principles of love, non-violence, and
justice. This course outlines these principles in a concise and dynamic way for the
current generation of students, challenging them with taking their own responsibility for
a more just and equitable world. We wholeheartedly affirm and endorse it!"
~ Rev. Charles Foster Johnson, Executive Director, Pastors for Texas Children

Course Proposal
& Supplemental Course Material
Course Title: Civil Rights: A Global Perspective
Prepared by: Georgina C. Pérez, Texas State Board of Education, District 1
July 2021
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SUMMARY
Featuring Original Interviews with Ambassador Andrew Young

Civil Rights: A Global Perspective is a one semester course for high school students keyed to national
and state social studies and history standards. We also have a 6th grade version of the same curriculum
keyed to national ELA reading standards. Both curricula have done well when piloted in traditional
classroom and online learning environments – although they are ideally suited for online instruction due
to the digital content of each course.
Our MLK curricula employ the works of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. to teach his social justice vision to a
digital generation in a manner that emphasizes critical thinking as well as emotional and social learning.
We also call upon students to dream on paper – as a central project of the course – about how they can
harness the historically unprecedented power of digital and social media to be torchbearers for Dr. King’s
principles in the DigitalAge. Finally, we employ original interviews done by Georgia PBS with
Ambassador Andrew Young – an endorser of our educational work – to teach Dr. King’s principles of
non-violent social change.
A key component of this course is to consider how recent developments in digital technology have
afforded unprecedented opportunities for individuals to make a difference. We will learn how tools
ranging from social media, to crowd sourcing and mapping have enabled ordinary people and charities to
bring about change in their own neighborhoods and across the globe. These tools connect us with
networks of people from around the world. Of course, digital tools can be instruments of tremendous
good and terrible harm. In this class, we will consider and debate methods for maximizing their use for
good.
In this course, timeless principles intermingle with revolutionary technologies, allowing for an intensely
relevant discussion of modern ways to achieve change in our world. The course encourages students to
follow in the footsteps of Dr. King and become promoters of human rights – at home and around the
world.
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IMPLEMENTATION
• May be taught as a stand-alone course as a Special Topics in Social Studies or local credit
• May be implemented in the African American Studies course

- Satisfies Ethnic Studies: African American Studies (AAS) TEKS
• May be implemented in the high school World History course
• May be implemented in the United State History Since 1877 course
• May be implemented in grades 1-4 and grades 6-8 as supplemental material, cross-curricular ELA/SS
• May be used as source material for required Character Development

- Satisfies Texas Character Traits Standards (1-4) for Grades 6-8 and 9-12
- Satisfies United States History Studies Since 1877 (USH) TEKS
- Satisfies World History Studies (WH) TEKS

VALUE ADDED
• Promotes Dr. King’s Principles of Non-Violence as the best method for achieving enduring social
justice
• Promotes Social-Emotional Learning
• Encourages young people to become better citizens.
• Adds a technology dimension to school curricula
• Content supported by the Georgia PBS documentary titled “A Higher Law”

Please feel free to contact Matthew Daniels, J.D., Ph.D. chair@goodofall.org
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COURSE DESCRIPTION - “CIVIL RIGHTS: A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE”
Civil Rights: A Global Perspective is a one-semester course for high school students (9th grade
emphasis) in the course coded area of Critical Thinking. The goal of the course is to build empathy in
students by inspiring them to think and talk about why and how to pursue the greater good of global civil
rights, and illuminating how such a pursuit allows us all to enjoy the fruits of a more equal society. The
course is based on the nonviolent philosophy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and also introduces ideas and
practices of other human rights activists around the globe from the 1800s to the present day. Students will
examine these legacies over the course of five units, each of which is organized around a pillar of the
natural law foundations of international human rights: freedom, perseverance, hope, justice, and
conscience. The units will explore how people around the world have understood these terms in different
time periods, leading us to think deeply about and discuss what we believe these words mean in the 21st
century. The course is digital and contains a cornerstone piece called an Empathy Tree.
The second component of this course is to consider how recent developments in digital technology have
changed the ways that human rights activism can work. We will learn how tools ranging from social
media to drones have enabled recent activists to bring about change in their own neighborhoods and
across the globe. These tools connect us with networks of people from around the world and all walks of
life, regardless of our gender, race, religion, sexual orientation, or nationality. They can be instruments of
tremendous good and terrible harm, and in this class we will consider and debate methods for maximizing
their good and minimizing their danger.
Thus in this course, longstanding ideas will intermingle with revolutionary technologies, allowing us to
have an intensely relevant discussion about contemporary ways to achieve change in our world. The
course prioritizes using the past to help fulfill the promise of a more peaceful globe in the future, and
making students aware of how technology can yield tangible, positive results that improve people’s lives.
Our tribes can be global tribes, and we can develop relationships that transcend distance and close gaps of
unfamiliarity, enabling us to help one another in exciting and innovative ways. In order to do that, we
need to remember the natural laws of humanity, and use them to revolutionize the future of international
human rights. This course will provide a step along students’ personal and global journey toward
becoming global promoters of human rights.
Course Overview: The course is divided into five pillars (units) of instruction themed with a particularly
concentrated focus foundational to the movement—a core idea of Civil Rights. Each unit contains
material from Dr. Martin Luther King’s ideals, American influence, global influence, and a faith-based
emphasis. Included are arranged, literary enhancements and texts that support the beliefs as well as
standards aligned in all content areas using National Anchor Standards for Literacy. National Standards
exemplar texts are included and noted when applicable. Each unit is broken down into scope and
sequence, anticipated questions, vocabulary, and digital enhancements for instructional purposes.
Assessments will be taken throughout the course. The final assessment will be a portfolio where students
will display their collections from throughout the semester. The portfolio, like all assessments, will be
rubric driven and will be presented at the end of the course by way of presentation and interaction.
TEXAS ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS (TEKS):
USH=United States History Studies Since 1877
WH=World History Studies
AAS=Ethnic Studies: African American Studies
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TEKS CROSSWALK - HIGH SCHOOL
Unit Overview

SEs

Unit 1: Freedom
Overview—Civil Rights are the protec4ons and privileges grounded in ci4zenship
and based on shared and stated beliefs in freedom and equality. One of the
primary challenges faced by ac4vists in the pursuit of these rights is that the
meaning of these idealis4c words is o?en ﬂuid and insuﬃciently examined. This
unit seeks to clarify what the concept of freedom has meant to genera4ons of
ac4vists and to iden4fy common paEerns in those meanings.

USH 1.A
USH 9.D
USH 9.E
USH 9.F
USH 22.A
USH 25.A

The wri4ngs of Dr. Mar4n Luther King, Jr. can help to resolve some of these
ambigui4es. Over the course of liEle more than a decade, from his emergence as
a na4onal leader during the Montgomery Bus BoycoEs of 1955–56 un4l his
assassina4on in 1968, Dr. King assumed a leading role in drawing the world’s
aEen4on to the American process of reconsidering what obliga4ons humans owe
to their neighbors and fellow ci4zens. As a third-genera4on Southern Bap4st
African American preacher, his eﬀorts were deeply rooted in speciﬁc cultural and
religious tradi4ons. They also drew from an interna4onal network of
humanitarian ideals and strategies. This combina4on of local and global vision
made the American civil rights movement an instrument of cultural as well as
legisla4ve change. Its success emerged from its ability to convince people to
consider not only their own circumstances and experiences, but also those of
oppressed people who lived next door or half a world away. When an empathe4c
ability to look beyond oneself gets cul4vated, social changes that beneﬁt
everyone can happen.

The following
social studies
skills apply
across all units.
USH 28.A
USH 28.C
USH 28.D
USH 29.A
WH 9.D
WH 21.E
WH 21.F
AAS 5.C
AAS 5.D
AAS 10.A

The primary texts for this unit are Human Liberty 2.0, “I Have a Dream” by Dr.
Mar4n Luther King, Jr., and the “Universal Declara4on of Human Rights

The following
social studies
skills apply
across all units.
AAS 17.A
AAS 17.B
AAS 17.C
AAS 17.D
AAS 17.E
AAS 18.A
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UNIT 2: Perseverance
Overview—O?en the African American civil rights movement gets framed as a
period that began with the Supreme Court decision in Brown v. Board of
Educa4on in 1954 and ended around the 4me of the assassina4on of Dr. King in
1968. Some unique changes did happen during that period, but framing the
freedom struggle in this way omits the genera4ons of grassroots ac4vism that
enabled these changes to happen and diminishes the con4nuing nature of that
struggle into the 21st century. Like most rights struggles, the African American
movement occurred only because of the persistent--indeed, relentless--ﬁght of
marginalized people for the inherent freedoms that they are due as human
beings. This unit will examine the prac4ce of perseverance in a variety of historical
and contemporary contexts in order to help students understand that progress in
the achievement of human rights only occurs through constant and undaunted
eﬀort.
The primary texts for this unit are Human Liberty 2.0, “LeEer from a Birmingham
Jail” by Dr. Mar4n Luther King, Jr. and “Ain’t I a Woman” by Sojourner Truth.

UNIT 3: Hope
Overview—Historically, human rights movements have not survived without
perseverance. They have not begun at all without hope. When marginalized
groups are so oppressed and downtrodden that they perceive no possibility for
change, ac4vism rarely ﬂourishes. In this unit, students will consider how hope
has emerged and survived under circumstances that on their face seem unlikely
to generate such op4mism. From the Bri4sh movement for aboli4on during the
1800s through Dr. King’s ﬁnal speech the night before his assassina4on, these
examples are intended to start a conversa4on about how contemporary ac4vists
can generate enthusiasm and commitment for human rights causes about which
they care deeply.
The primary texts for this unit are Human Liberty 2.0, “I’ve Been to the
Mountaintop” by Dr. Mar4n Luther King, Jr. and Mahatma Gandhi’s speech on
Satyagraha in South Africa.

USH 3.C
USH 9.C
USH 9.F
USH 5.A
USH 5.B
USH 7.F
USH 9.B
USH 9.G
USH 9.I
USH 22.B
USH 25.A
USH 25.D
AAS 3.E
AAS 3.F
AAS 4.C
AAS 4.F
AAS 4.H
AAS 5.C
AAS 5.G
AAS 5.H
AAS 5.I
AAS 6.A
AAS 6.C
AAS 9.E
AAS 9.F
WH 21.E

USH 9.A
USH 9.B
USH 9.C
USH 9.D
USH 9.E
USH 9.F
USH 9.G
USH 9.I
USH 9.J
USH 21.A
USH 22.A
USH 22.B
AAS 3.E
AAS 3.F
AAS 5.C
AAS 13.E
WH 9.D
WH 20.C
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UNIT 4: JusHce
Overview—What is jus4ce? We tend to think about imprisoning violent criminals
in order to bring jus4ce to their vic4ms or demanding that government provide
jus4ce for mistreated ci4zens, but those are just two of a wide variety of
deﬁni4ons of the term that are applied in human rights movements. In this unit,
we will consider forms of jus4ce ranging from reconcilia4on to restora4on to
incarcera4on and think about whose jus4ce we need to be concerned about as
we try to expand human rights on a global level. Through these discussions,
students should be encouraged to diversify their understanding of the term and
think extensively about how it might apply in their own lives or in the causes they
seek to support.

WH 21.E
AAS 5.C
AAS 6.A
AAS 6.C
AAS 15.C

The primary texts for this unit are Human Liberty 2.0, “Eulogy for the Martyred
Children” by Dr. Mar4n Luther King, Jr. and tes4mony from the rela4ves of the
shoo4ng vic4ms at Mother Emanuel Church in Charleston, South Carolina.
UNIT 5: Conscience
Overview—Most of us have a conscience. Fewer of us are willing to act upon its
dictates, especially when the burden of doing so is extraordinarily high. In this
unit, we will examine how human rights ac4vists (both historical and
contemporary) have acted upon their conscience at great personal cost to their
popularity, their health, and some4mes even their lives. By studying these
remarkable cases, students can begin to consider what it means to be a person of
conscience in today’s society and to think about what causes they believe in
deeply enough to follow up their beliefs with ac4on.

USH 8.F
USH 9.I
AAS 5.C
WH 21.D
WH 21.E
WH 21.F

The primary texts for this unit are Human Liberty 2.0, “Beyond Vietnam” by Dr.
Mar4n Luther King, Jr., and the 2013 Ambassador of Conscience speech by Malala
Yousafza.
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TEKS CROSSWALK - MIDDLE SCHOOL
Unit Overview

SEs

Unit 1: Freedom
Overview—Civil Rights are the protec4ons and
privileges grounded in ci4zenship and based on
shared and stated beliefs in freedom and equality.
One of the primary challenges faced by ac4vists in
the pursuit of these rights is that the meaning of
these idealis4c words is o?en ﬂuid and
insuﬃciently examined. This unit seeks to clarify
what the concept of freedom has meant to
genera4ons of ac4vists and to iden4fy common
paEerns in those meanings.
The wri4ngs of Dr. Mar4n Luther King, Jr. can help
to resolve some of these ambigui4es. Over the
course of liEle more than a decade, from his
emergence as a na4onal leader during the
Montgomery Bus BoycoEs of 1955–56 un4l his
assassina4on in 1968, Dr. King assumed a leading
role in drawing the world’s aEen4on to the
American process of reconsidering what
obliga4ons humans owe to their neighbors and
fellow ci4zens. As a third-genera4on Southern
Bap4st African American preacher, his eﬀorts
were deeply rooted in speciﬁc cultural and
religious tradi4ons. They also drew from an
interna4onal network of humanitarian ideals and
strategies. This combina4on of local and global
vision made the American civil rights movement
an instrument of cultural as well as legisla4ve
change. Its success emerged from its ability to
convince people to consider not only their own
circumstances and experiences, but also those of
oppressed people who lived next door or half a
world away. When an empathe4c ability to look
beyond oneself gets cul4vated, social changes
that beneﬁt everyone can happen.

Character Traits Standards
(4) Ci4zenship. The student understands how the
character trait of ci4zenship impacts personal
rela4onships. The student is expected to:
(A) discuss the roles and responsibili4es of ci4zens;
(B) explain how one's personal ac4ons can impact the
percep4on of others;
(C) describe how jus4ce, fairness, and freedom are
related; and
(D) iden4fy and prac4ce a variety of conﬂict-resolu4on
skills and strategies.

The primary texts for this unit are Human Liberty
2.0, “I Have a Dream” by Dr. Mar4n Luther King,
Jr., and the “Universal Declara4on of Human
Rights
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UNIT 2: Perseverance

Character Traits Standards

Overview—O?en the African American civil rights
movement gets framed as a period that began
with the Supreme Court decision in Brown v.
Board of Educa4on in 1954 and ended around the
4me of the assassina4on of Dr. King in 1968.
Some unique changes did happen during that
period, but framing the freedom struggle in this
way omits the genera4ons of grassroots ac4vism
that enabled these changes to happen and
diminishes

(2) Responsibility. The student understands how
personal beliefs and feelings inﬂuence our sense of
responsibility. The student is expected to:

UNIT 3: Hope

Character Traits Standards

Overview—Historically, human rights movements
have not survived without perseverance. They
have not begun at all without hope. When
marginalized groups are so oppressed and
downtrodden that they perceive no possibility for
change, ac4vism rarely ﬂourishes. In this unit,
students will consider how hope has emerged
and survived under circumstances that on their
face seem unlikely to generate such op4mism.

(3) Caring. The student understands how
characteris4cs of caring impact personal rela4onships.

From the Bri4sh movement for aboli4on during
the 1800s through Dr. King’s ﬁnal speech the
night before his assassina4on, these examples are
intended to start a conversa4on about how
contemporary ac4vists can generate enthusiasm
and commitment for human rights causes about
which they care deeply.

(A) examine how personal beliefs, thoughts, and
feelings about self can build responsibility;

The student is expected to:
(A) evaluate one's personal aptudes and mindsets
about self and others;
(B) discuss how feelings, decision making, and
personal behaviors can inﬂuence rela4onships with
others; and
(C) explain and iden4fy examples of how a person can
demonstrate empathy through kindness, charity,
generosity, and courtesy.

The primary texts for this unit are Human Liberty
2.0, “I’ve Been to the Mountaintop” by Dr. Mar4n
Luther King, Jr. and Mahatma Gandhi’s speech on
Satyagraha in South Africa.

(A) Trustworthiness: loyalty, integrity, reliability, and
punctuality.
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UNIT 4: JusHce
Overview—What is jus4ce? We tend to think
about imprisoning violent criminals in order to
bring jus4ce to their vic4ms or demanding that
government provide jus4ce for mistreated
ci4zens, but those are just two of a wide variety
of deﬁni4ons of the term that are applied in
human rights movements. In this unit, we will
consider forms of jus4ce ranging from
reconcilia4on to restora4on to incarcera4on and
think about whose jus4ce we need to be
concerned about as we try to expand human
rights on a global level. Through these
discussions, students should be encouraged to
diversify their understanding of the term and
think extensively about how it might apply in
their own lives or in the causes they seek to
support.
The primary texts for this unit are Human Liberty
2.0, “Eulogy for the Martyred Children” by Dr.
Mar4n Luther King, Jr. and tes4mony from the
rela4ves of the shoo4ng vic4ms at Mother
Emanuel Church in Charleston, South Carolina.

UNIT 5: Conscience

Character Traits Standards

Overview—Most of us have a conscience. Fewer
of us are willing to act upon its dictates, especially
when the burden of doing so is extraordinarily
high. In this unit, we will examine how human
rights ac4vists (both historical and contemporary)
have acted upon their conscience at great
personal cost to their popularity, their health, and
some4mes even their lives. By studying these
remarkable cases, students can begin to consider
what it means to be a person of conscience in
today’s society and to think about what causes
they believe in deeply enough to follow up their
beliefs with ac4on.
The primary texts for this unit are Human Liberty
2.0, “Beyond Vietnam” by Dr. Mar4n Luther King,
Jr., and the 2013 Ambassador of Conscience
speech by Malala Yousafza.

(1) Trustworthiness. The student understands how
personal choices and ac4ons build trustworthiness.
The student is expected to:
(A) describe what it means to be reliable and loyal;
(B) deﬁne and give examples of integrity;
(C) examine the beneﬁts of being trustworthy; and
(D) describe personal ac4ons that demonstrate
trustworthiness at school, home, with peers, and
within the community.
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AWARD OF CREDIT - if locally adopted as a Special Topic in Social Studies
TAC §74.26. Award of Credit.
(a) The award of credit for a course by a school district affirms that a student has satisfactorily met all
state and local requirements. Any course for which credit is awarded must be provided according to this
subsection.
(1) Credit earned toward state graduation requirements by a student in an accredited school district shall
be transferable and must be accepted by any other school district in the state. A district may not prohibit a
new student from attending school pending receipt of transcripts or records from the school district the
student previously attended. Credit earned in a local-credit course may be transferred only with the
consent of the receiving school district.
The inherent advantage of utilizing either the special topics in social studies course, AAS, or an
innovative is its transferability. If a student moves, the receiving district is not required to accept a
locally-awarded credit. However, they are required to accept all state transferred credits.

page 12 of 17

TEACHING MLK’S NON-VIOLENT SOCIAL JUSTICE PRINCIPLES TO A DIGITAL GENERATION

SUPPORT - PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Insight Education - see Appendix A

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS
McGraw-Hill - see Appendix B
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TESTIMONIALS
“The curriculum is incredibly well thought out, and we love the approach, especially the
organization of units around the 5 pillars/core ideas of the civil rights movement, which then
allows for the layering of themes and texts from the Civil Rights Movement alongside
foundational documents (Declaration of Human Rights, Magna Carta, etc.) as well as ways for
students to make connections to contemporary manifestations of these issues via journaling about
current events and the portfolio project. We like the project based learning dimension of the
portfolio in which students identify their own cause, write their own "I have a dream" speech,
build a website, etc. The way we see it, this is a culturally and historically responsive curriculum
(with a big dose of digital media literacy), which is something we are all committed to seeing
more of in our classrooms and schools.”
Anna West, Ph.D. - Executive Director
Humanities Amped
New Orleans / Baton Rouge Schools
Louisiana Department of Education

“Upon reviewing this curriculum, I find it to be relevant and useful for what is happening in our
country today. I like the format and the included materials including the resources with the live
links to multimedia. I am interested in the rubric and the terminology for the point headings, for
example, meets, approaches, below and limited evidence. I also really like the tools for
comparing yesterday with today.”
Marcia Fiorentino - Education Program Coordinator – HGSS – Civic Engagement – Math
Career Standards Assessment
Kansas State Dept of Education

“It’s not enough for our young people to only learn about Dr. King one day per year. We plan to
work with [State Senator] Rhonda Fields and [State Representative] James Coleman to
recommend that these curricula are introduced into Denver Public Schools so that students will
have an opportunity to learn about Dr. King’s principles throughout the school year.”
Vern Howard - Chairman
MLK Commission of Colorado
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TESTIMONIALS
“I spoke with Principal Rousseau and Ms. Walls regarding next steps for using Civil Rights – Our
Global Lineage as a resource for the African/African American course at Central High School.
The themes in the curricula are a great resource to apply Dr. King’s principles to different issues
and topics covered in the course. Ms. Walls plans to use the resource to supplement the content in
the second semester of the African/African American course by providing a broader perspective
of human rights and the power of digital and social media in today’s world and by making
connections to previous learning.”
Laura Beth Arnold - Curriculum and Instruction
Social Studies
Little Rock Central High School
“Civil Rights—Our Global Lineage aims straight for the vibrant center of the American reform
tradition, and places Dr. King squarely into that framework. The historical emphasis on nonviolent, broad-based coalition building distinguishes the curriculum from some recent efforts to
portray the Civil Rights Movement as part of a more radical effort to reject the founding
traditions of natural rights and limited government. By focusing on key pillars of King’s valuesdriven approach, Our Global Lineage teaches important lessons about how to seek change while
respecting different views. It offers a helpful guide to teaching civic dialogue in our deeply
divided times.”
David Hillinck - History Teacher
Randolph School
Huntsville, AL
“I really love the MLK curriculum. In reviewing the materials, the variety of perspectives and
critical thinking posed was both intriguing and refreshing; this multi-perspective outlook, thus
challenging the status quo, is a vital part of engaging with our students utilizing digital platforms
they already are consistently entrenched. Incorporating various cultural events from around the
world while focusing on the pillars from Dr. King is a fantastic way to honor critical issues our
community (Charleston) currently faces, while simultaneously expanding our students' world
views, knowledge and understanding.”
Abigail D. Woods, Ph.D. - Director of Internal Consulting
Charleston County School District
Charleston, SC
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TESTIMONIALS
“I am currently the Head of High School at a private school where many of our students want to
have a voice for positive change. We do a lot of things to help our students find their voice, but I
believe that we have to do a lot more. This summer has been both heartbreaking and inspiring to
watch my own children and their friends struggle with the realities of where we are as a country,
and to find their voice. I am always blown away when I learn something new about African
American History -- especially when it is something that happened close to where I grew up, yet
we never heard about it in school. I want more for our kids, and I love combining learning more
about African American History while promoting Dr. King's message of nonviolence and
"harnessing the power of digital tools". I would love to bring this course to my school because I
think that our students would greatly benefit from this course.”
Babette Hamilton
Head of High School
Pinewood Preparatory School
“We here at the South Carolina Independent School Association have partnered with Dr. Daniels
to provide our member schools with the opportunity to use this outstanding history-based
curriculum in their middle school and high school history classes. I feel it would be a great
initiative to promote throughout the SCISA network.”
Dr. Spencer A. Jordan
Executive Director
South Carolina Independent School Association
“So far, I’ve received very positive feedback from our teachers who are piloting this program. The
curriculum encourages student collaboration, inquiry, and discourse. I really like how this
curriculum pushes students to think beyond the classroom and explore topics on a global scale
(something I believe all schools will appreciate). The curriculum is well designed and laid out so
that teachers have all of the resources they need to teach it. Teachers need very little prep time to
implement the course (something I believe all teachers will appreciate). Lastly, while the course
is planned day by day, it can be customized to meet the needs of each specific school and
classroom.”
Social Studies District Content Lead
Hamilton County Department of Education
Chattanooga, TN
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TESTIMONIALS
“Most students seem to be enjoying the class. It has provoked some interesting conversations and
produced some very thoughtful and striking projects. The material has been fairly easy to adapt
to meet our teaching styles. For instance, we moved many of the paper-based assignments to
google docs for our google classroom we created for the class.”
Economics Teacher - Hamilton County Department of Education
Chattanooga, TN
“The program is very interesting, and the students seem to really enjoy the topics. My takeaways
are:
1. The book could be incorporated a little more into the curriculum.
2. I love the direction the curriculum goes and takes the kids, but the timing is too fast. To truly
engage them,
we have had to add in time and delay topics because of how entrenched we got in a topic (a good
thing). “
Government Teacher - History Department Head
Hamilton County Department of Education
Chattanooga, TN
“As designed, I think the material is intended to have broad application for all students, and may
fit into a course that everyone will experience, not just in an elective. I appreciate the opportunity
to take advantage of this excellent educational program.”
Curt Masters
Headmaster - Brentwood Academy
Brentwood, TN
“Civil Rights – Our Global Lineage is a helpful educational resource that promotes the peaceful
philosophy of social justice exemplified in the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
At a time when our state and nation are facing an outbreak of destructive violence that have led
to the loss of innocent life in Dallas and other cities, I am happy to stand with my colleague Rep.
Harold Dutton, a distinguished member of the House Public Education Committee, in urging our
Education Commissioner and State Board of Education to introduce students across the State of
Texas to this these primary and high school curricula designed to teach the non-violent principles
championed by Dr. King. Recent events make it clear that we have not done enough to introduce
our young people to Dr. King’s legacy in the pursuit of justice through peaceful social change. If
necessary, I intend to explore introducing legislation to require such instruction in all of our
public schools since these principles are an essential foundation for citizenship in a democratic
society.“
State Rep. Tan Parker
Texas House of Representatives – District 63
Dallas, Texas
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Appendix A - Professional Development

Introduction
Insight Education Group has provided training to educators across the US and globally for the
past twenty years. As part of this experience, Insight has provided on-site training ranging from
several hours to several days as well as virtual training spanning the same time frames.
Over the past several years, Insight Education Group has been focused on supporting equity for
all students across schools, districts, and states. We are excited to partner with Dr. Matthew
Daniels, Founder of Good for All, in order to provide training and support for the MLK curricula
project. This partnership highlights the confluence of two areas in which Insight has deep and
extensive experience -- engaging training for educators and supporting equity in education.

Formats and Examples
The tiered approach below consists of the following three levels, with an option for continued
peer support through a virtual platform:
●

3-Hour Overview

●

1 Day Training

●

3 Day Training

The examples in the table below are only to illustrate how Insight might approach the training
and support for teachers.
Type
3-Hour
Overview

Session Outcomes
● Develop an understanding of the
course purpose, goals, content, and
intended student outcomes
● Determine a first next step for
implementing the curriculum
● Develop a network of colleagues to
support the effective implementation
of the curriculum
● Connect colleagues virtually to
support the effective implementation
of the curriculum

Session Objectives
● Examine the philosophy of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. and other human rights
activists through the lens of each of the
five pillars (units): Freedom,
Perseverance, Hope, Justice, and
Conscience
● Discuss the role of digital technology in
human rights activism
● Plan for a first step toward curriculum
implementation
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1 Day
Training
(including
overview)

● Develop an understanding of the
course purpose, goals, content, and
intended student outcomes
● Develop actionable next steps for
implementing the curriculum
● Build a virtual network of colleagues
to support the effective
implementation of the curriculum

● Examine the philosophy of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. and other human rights
activists through the lens of each of the
five pillars (units): Freedom,
Perseverance, Hope, Justice, and
Conscience
● Explore the role of digital technology in
human rights activism
● Develop actionable next steps for
effectively implementing the curriculum

3 Day
Intensive
(including
overview)

● Develop a deep understanding of the
course purpose, goals, content, and
intended student outcomes
● Develop specific actionable lesson /
implementation plans for each of the
five pillars (units)
● Build an intentional virtual network of
colleagues to support the effective
implementation of the curriculum

● Deeply explore the philosophy of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. and other human
rights activists through the lens of each of
the five pillars (units): Freedom,
Perseverance, Hope, Justice, and
Conscience
● Explore the role of digital technology in
human rights activism and its application
to each of the five pillars
● Develop specific actionable next steps for
effectively implementing each of the five
pillars (units)
● Develop connections with colleagues to
support curriculum implementation

Costs
The cost table represents options for both format and duration of the curricula training.

Type of Support

In person

Virtual

3 Hour Overview

$2,500

$1,000

1 Day Training

$3,000

$2,000

3 Day Intensive

$9,000

$6,000

Appendix B - Instructional Materials

Civil Rights: A Global Perspective

McGraw-Hill Education

MLK Curricula for High School and 6th Grade that cultivate Rich Interactions Around Compelling Texts
and Resources

Equip your students to understand the struggle for civil rights both here and around the world as you
inspire them to learn more about how to find their own voice and to step into their role as citizens and
change agents.
Discover a unique, all-digital curriculum that inspires students to engage with ideas about the pursuit of
civil rights both in the United States and around the world. Using a wide variety of primary and secondary
sources and digital media, students will have abundant opportunity to thoughtfully wrestle with ideas,
analyze arguments, engage in civil discourse, and translate their learning into meaning and action. Each
unit is anchored by an authentic assessment designed to be project-based, allowing students to make
meaning through synthesizing their learning and putting it into action.
Anchored by 5 key texts of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. alongside the work of human rights activists from
around the world, the curriculum is organized around units of study based on the themes of Freedom,
Perseverance, Hope, Justice, and Conscience.
Use this material to anchor or enrich instruction in courses such as: US History • American Studies •
Black Studies/Black History • Contemporary Issues • Global Studies • Civics/Government • American
Literature

Here is the link to the free MHE prototype of the high school version of our MLK curricula:
https://my.mheducation.com/login
Username: freedom2021
Password: Freedom21!

For more information, please contact:
John Michaelson
Sr. Director, K-12 Humanities & Science
McGraw Hill Education
John.Michaelson@mheducation.com
Mobile: (614) 507-2007

